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Books Without Borders

RATHER THAN LET UNUSED MEDHCAL DODKS and journals gather
dust om the shelf, UCLA medical alumni, students, faculty and emer g
have donated their texts toa program launched earlier this year by
thie Medical Alumni Assockation [MAA] to collect edscational materi-
als ferhospitaks and medical schools In Irag.

Books Without Borders has been a collaboration of the MAR and
the LS. Army, the David Galfen Schaol of Medicine at LCLA, LCLA
School of Mursing, UCLA Health Sciences Store and the Los Angeles
County Fire Department to colkect and donate used texts, journals
and reference materials putlished since 1994,

Responss froam the UCLA community has been outstanding. One
group from the San Francisco Bay sent a container flked wikth 100
paunds of materials. A professar in the David Geffen Schoal of Medi-
cimeat UCLA donated hes microscope from medical schosl. Mg
than 2,000 medical texis &nd journals - nearly 5,000 pounds of mate-
rlal - have been dalivened to medical schools and hospitals through-
aut Irag by the LS, Anmy

The materials are used to teach medical students, nurses, labora-
try techniclans, EMTs and others in ancillary fekds. Providing the
tieeds fior Iragl dectors and medical students to bmpeove thedr skills
and education will ke a critical step Inrecanstruction.

Kch of the decay in the Iragl kealthcare system began with the
reign of Saddam Hussein. The medical system became very isolated

To read more abour Books Withour Borders,
2o ro wwwitlolemn, nen/BockiWithourBorders

during the last decade of his regime, and doctors weren't allowed

bis g0 outside of the country to train 1t really shut down progress in
miedicine, Taday, Iraql doctors are working Lo restess the medical-
aducation system at ali bewels and Inall felds, and they are grateful
far donations of medical textbooks or journals. it s adifficult etfort,
hevaiewar, because insurgents have targeted medical professionals,
and many doctors hawe fled the country.

Any materlals published since 1004 are considered current i
Irag. Whilelraqs doctors and students would benefit from all the
infermatian that is availabie on the Internet, the lack of electricity,
showi access and limited availability of computers make It difficult for
mist doctors and students to acoess its resources.

Englishis the language of medical instrection inlrag Books
covering the basics of anatomy, physiology and pharmacology are
inparticular demand, and multiple coples wil be beneficial for the
miedical schools and reference Bbrarles at Tikeit Teaching Hospital
and ksl University. There are several nursing and vocational
schools across the north of irag, including Diyaka and Tikrit, that also
needed materials.

Though the program is nelonger accepting danations of books, it
st is recelving journals. Todenate, call s Directar Valerie Walker
AL 310} 794-4025, oof @madl v alkes @supperiucla. sdi

—DOv, Lauira Pacha, M. 'g8
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